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r' JAMES X. BATTEN 
' cMcao» c..;n- N»» S"* 1 " 

Washington — The 
at.” which must rank as one 
; the most unusual and expen- 
vc Chairs in the history of 
lrniture, is being developed un- 
er the direction of the. Central 
ntdligence Agency. . 

This electronic aevice looxs 
ihe an ordinary office chain 

Sut the unwary person who w .„ 

iccently takes a. seat ana be 1 conlr . lcts from 

is to answer questions, may , ns0 Department, arc 

•n tie Kulijedo.ll, wiUmul t(1 Wl rUini: <m aspeds 

iif Ilic. iirdilnn. 

The ITiiloiiT'nid < hup. has 
just, pul mi the market a de- 
vice called MediMereen win ch 
comes close to fitting e-rvins, 
definition of a “wiggic scat. 

The new Philco product, do- 
contracts with 
n d 


the polygraph machine a.* 
‘wipfglo sci/tV* . 

CIA interest in such a device 
goes back at least five years,- 
according to reliable sources, 
Xt could not be learned v/hcln- 
or the “wiggic seat” has been 
put to work by tire nation's in- 
jteiligence agencies. 

ITiilco Product 

But a number of private conv 
panies, who hold research ana 


ii.wIciIit, In a lic-dd.cdnr <■*- 

Tjifi proje-d, in which hdh 
,c t.lA and the 'equally sciiki- 
ve National Security Agency 
;;vo shown intense interest, is 
facially secret. A CIA spokos- 
nan, when asked about it, de- 
lined to comment. 

Pushing for Device 
But several sources have con- 
h-med that the CIA, through 
lonlracts channeled to private 


Ivelopod under ..... — 
the. National Aeronautics 
Space Administration v hi ASA) 
and the Air Force, looks like an 
| ordinary cushioned office. cn-ui 
—with one exception. An ins.ru- 


KKN. MAH .1. KEVIN • 
■•U (h-ii-vi'i; Mw . ■ ■ ” 
Aiio:l.--r eiiuipany iiiktcsIi'iI 
in wlial. Men. Ervin called 
the ‘‘wiggle sent” is Spacc/De- 
fanse Corp. of Birmingham, 
Mich. ■* 

Malcolm Boss, the. firm’s 
! president, said the company 
had developed a workable poly r 
erraoh chair. i 


lustry through the ‘ P® £ ®,"“l m eXhox wofrudss from thc| 

partment, is pusmng develop- 

■ nt oE the devl ? e ' - 1 And -the person being, tested 

must keep his hands in con- 
tact with metal plates on th\ 
arms of the chair. l! 

This device, which costs 


icnt ol ..... , 

The matter squirmed into puo- 
c view as the Senate . was de- 
aling San. Sam J. Ervin s oil!' 
t rights" for government em- 

loves The bill, which passed! This device, wiucn cos 
he Senate 70 to 4, sharply hm- *5250, is offered . oy i .hnco 
h the use or lie-detector, or a variety of medical d^„i-oaic, 
lolvsraph tests by government tests that might be performed! 
ircncies including CIA and L a hospital, clime or private 
L ’ ’ doctor’s office, 


Ervin, D-N.C., who is scorn- 
il of polygraph tests and re- 
, rs to them a 20 th century 
dtchcraft,” told the Senate 
nat the CIA was developing a 

- . , i ^ . iMf vrtofttlS 


No Straps 
But a Philco. brochure, which 
mentions the lie-detector appli- 
cation only in passing, aoes cm- 


which a person can be tested the i serenuy ]c3S 

fhmA his knowledge. ^electrode- - straps 

and wires are prominent on.y by 
their absence.” 

D. Scott Hiadley, Philco’s di- 
| rector of market planning' in 
Washington, confirmed that tac 

company is exploring ways to 
adapt the McdiScrcon device so 
the unknowing subject of a poly- 
1 graph tost would think he was 
[sitting in an ordinary chair. 


, VYiUWJA I’ 

ithout his knowledge. 

In an exchange with Sen. 
aMi Yarborough, D.-Texss, 
Irvin quipped, “If the senator 
as any contact wi.n the CiA, 
c had better be c&i’esUl of 
rhero he sits. . . it grieves me 
o think that the security of tne 
Jnited States is in the. hands 
if men who place their tann in 
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